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SERVICES  FOR  THOMAS   E.   McKAY 

Services  were  held  in  the  Assembly  Hall  on 
Temple  Square  for  Elder  Thomas  E.  McKay, 
Assistant  to  the  Council  of  The  Twelve  and 
brother  of  President  David  O.  McKay,  who 
passed  away  Wednesday,  January  15th,  1958.  His 
death  at  the  age  of  82  culminated  a  long  life 
of  active  service  in  the  church. 


IT'S   SMART  TO  TAKE  PART 

Most  of  us  became  familiar  with  the  "Be 
Honest  With  Yourself"  posters  published  by  the 
church  in  recent  years.  A  new  group  of  posters 
are  now  off  the  press  which  present  the  theme, 
"It's  Smart  To  Take  Part". 

This  "taking  part"  is  the  day-by-day  way  to 
happiness  and  eternal  progression.  It  is  part 
...  an  important  life-long  part  ...  in  living  our 
religion  for  our  own  good  and  for  the  greater 
good  of  others.  So  don't  be  satisfied  with  just 
belonging  to  the  church.  Start  today  to  "take 
part"  because  it  is  smart.  In  other  words  .  .  . 
Be  Honest  With  Yourself. 


PRESIDENT   McKAY   TO   DEDICATE   N.Z. 
TEMPLE  AND  COLLEGE 

President  David  O.  McKay  will  dedicate  the 
New  Zealand  Temple  and  College  during  the 
week  of  April  20th,   1958. 
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MY   TESTIMONY 


nnHE  eternities  stretch  before  me 
■*-  like  the  pages  of  a  book,  clean 
and  beautifully  white.  It  is  up  to 
me  either  to  sully  those  pages  or 
preserve  them.  I  have  the  privi- 
lege of  being  the  author  of  that 
book.  The  words  I  pen  can  either 
be  the  noble  words  of  a  great 
classic  or  the  sordid  words  of  a 
cheap  novel. 

At  the  commencement  of  the 
book  there  is  a  place  for  a  preface 
to  be  inscribed  .  .  .  the  preludes  to 
eternity.  Just  exactly  what  preface 
I  intend  to  write  depends  upon 
what  I  believe  and  to  what  I  bear 
witness.  Has  it  not  been  said: 
"Testify  concerning  that  which 
you  know  and  strive  to  obtain  the 
knowledge  that  you  do  not  have". 
By  striving  to  obtain  the  knowledge 
that  I  do  not  have,  I  will  be  doing 
my  best  to  pen  a  good  preface  to 
my  life's  work,  and  why?  Because 
I  will  be  aiming  high  .  .  .  low  aim 
and  not  failure  is  the  crime. 


I  have  the  ability  to  acquire  the 
knowledge  and  to  put  it  into  prac- 


.  .  .  AS  A   PRELUDE 
TO   ETERNITY 

By  DIANE  HODGES 


tice  in  my  life.  I  have  the  recipe 
for  the  making  of  a  strong  belief 
and  testimony,  and  yet,  if  I  do  not 
exercise  caution,  my  testimony 
could  well  be  likened  unto  the 
seasons  of  the  year. 

The  first  period  would  be  spring, 
when  the  first  small  seedling  of 
truth  was  sown  in  a  heart  that  was 
searching.  That  seedling  was 
nourished  by  the  missionaries  who 
brought  me  the  gospel;  by  the 
saints  that  befriended  me;  by  the 
teachers  of  the  various  organiza- 
tions and  by  the  efforts  of  study 
that  I  myself  put  forth.  At  the 
present  moment,  that  testimony 
that  I  acquired  in  such  a  gentle 
way,  has  not  quite  forged  out  of 
the  tender  spring  blossom  of  the 
wood,  but  I  know  that  through 
constant  study  and  service  to  the 
Lord,  it  will  burst  forth  into  the 
perfect  bloom  of  a  summer  rose. 

Then  comes  the  time  when  I 
shall  have  to  exercise  more  care. 
to  tend  my  testimony  closely  and  to 
take  the  advice  of  more  ex- 
perienced gardeners  than  I.  It  is 
now,  more  than  at  any  other  time, 
that  sluggards,  snails,  caterpillars 
and  other  garden  pests  will  try  to 
destroy  the  beauty  of  the  rose,  and 
if  I  once  succumb  to  Satan  in  just 
a  little  thing,  all  too  soon  will  I 
be  passing  into  yet  another  stage. 
The  leaves  fall  off  the  trees,  yes. 
they  do  so  with  such  great  speed 
that  you  hardly  notice,  and  sud- 
denly you  are  confronted  with 
bare  trees  which    tell    their    own 
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story.  Then  the  heart  is  filled  with 
sorrow,  for  winter  follows  the 
autumn  quickly  and  it  is  so  cold 
and  desolate. 

Vice  is  a  monster  of  frightful  mien, 
As   to    be    hated  needs   not    to    be 
seen, 

Yet    seen    oft,    familiar    with    her 

face, 
We    first    endure,    then    pity,    then 

embrace. 


A  testimony  can  be  likened  unto 
a  passport  by  which  we  can  enter 
the  abode  of  eternal  life.  I  know, 
however,  that  it  would  only  be  in 
my  own  interest,  if  I  set  about  ful- 
filling all  the  requirements  that 
are  necessary  for  obtaining  a  pass- 
port that  would  be  considered  valid 
by  the  customs  officials  when  I 
present  it  to  them  in  my  attempt 
to  enter. 

Upon  making  application  for  a 
passport,  I  get  a  form  in  which  I 
have  to  fill  in  all  the  right  in- 
formation .  .  .  this  I  liken  unto  my 
studies;  my  studies  of  the  truth 
because  after  all,  that  is  the  right 
information.  I  know  that  if  I 
study  the  passport  requirements 
and  answer  the  questions  with  the 
correct  information,  I  will  be  free 
to  enter  the  portals  of  eternal 
life  .  .  .  "they  shall  know  the  truth 
and  the  truth  shall  make  them 
free." 

Next  I  have  to  produce  a  photo- 
graph of  myself.  It  stands  to 
reason  that  I  must  have  a  photo- 
graph attached  to  my  passport, 
otherwise  how  would  the  officials 
know  that  I  am  the  person  to 
which  the  passport  refers.  The 
photograph  that  I  need  in  apply- 
ing for  this  specialized  passport  is 
the  photograph  of  my  spiritual 
self;  how  well  I  have  lived  and 
applied  the  knowledge  that  I  have 
acquired.  The  eyes  mirror  the 
soul;  the  eye  is  the  light  of  the 
body.  If  the  eye  be  singled  to 
God,  the  body  becomes  full  of 
light;  if  the  eye  be  singled  to  evil, 
the  body  is  then  full  of  darkness. 


Another  important  feature  of 
this  passport  business  is  the  inter- 
view with  tne  authority  of  the 
land  to  which  I  am  hoping  to 
enter;  this  I  liken  unto  prayer.  The 
communication  with  my  Father  in 
Heaven;  the  asking  of  his  advice 
and  counsel;  the  plea  for  the 
strength  to  overcome  the  tempta- 
tions that  Satan  so  often  casts  in 
our  paths. 

I  know  that  without  this  pass- 
port of  testimony,  I  am  nothing. 
A  ship  without  a  rudder,  a  child 
without  a  beloved  parent,  or  the 
sick  without  a  cure. 


I  thank  God  that  He  has  given 
me,  in  my  youth,  the  desire  to  learn 
wisdom  that  I  might  battle  the 
fight  against  autumn  and  winter 
and  cing  to  the  promise  of  spring 
and  summer;  that  I  might  have  a 
valid  passport  that  will  take  me 
from  the  preface  of  this  book  into 
the  classical  work  .  .  .  the  prelude 
to  eternity. 

I  know  that  God  lives  and  that 
He  answers  prayers  for  He  has 
answered  mine.  I  also  know  that 
this  is  the  true  church  of  God. 
else  why  am  I  here. 

The  above  speech  was  delivered 
during  the  Suyiday  afternoon  session 
of  the  M.I. A.  Convention  held  at 
Ramah.  December  27,  28,  and  29th. 
1957.  This  is  the  first  of  a  series  of 
articles  that  will  he  presented  to  our 
readers. 


WORD  has  just  been  re- 
ceived from  the  Honour- 
able Minister  of  the  Interior, 
that  American  missionaries 
will  again  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  of  South  Africa. 

This  is  grand  news  and  we 
feel  very  much  indebted  to  the 
Honourable  Minister  for  his 
kind  consideration  of  our  re- 
quest. 
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FROM  THE  PRESIDENT'S 


WE  have  great  pleasure  this 
month  in  presenting  to  our 
C.S.M.  readers,  a  few  changes  in 
our  monthly  periodical.  This 
change  has  been  under  considera- 
tion for  the  past  six  months  and 
considerable  thought  and  pre- 
liminary planning  has  gone  into, 
what  we  hope  will  prove  to  be,  an 
improved  production. 

Our  decision  to  make  this 
change-over  for  the  month  of 
February  was  influenced  by  the 
submission  of  a  notice  from  our 
printers,  that  due  to  rising  costs 
of  labour  and  printing  materials, 
they  were  forced  to  increase  the 
cost  of  our  contract. 

After  a  thorough  investigation 
we  found  that  certain  changes, 
particularly  in  relation  to  size 
and  type  of  paper  used,  would  be 
advantageous  for  us  in  relation  to 
this  advanced  production  cost. 

In  order  to  help  bear  the  in- 
creased expenses,  we  have  been 
(forced  to  raise  our  subscription 
rates.  You  will  find  an  announce- 
ment of  existing  rates  elsewhere 
in  our  magazine. 

We  hope  you  will  like  the  "new 
look"  and  other  changes  that  have 
now  been  made  and  will  be  made 
in  the  future. 

The    C.S.M.    is    your    magazine 

and  we  would  like  every  member 
in  the  mission  to  be  a  subscriber. 
It  is  our  desire  to  make  the  C.S.M. 
the  official  organ  of  the  mission. 
By  this  we  mean  that  all  informa- 
tion, instructions  and  communica- 
tions coming  from  mission  head- 
quarters will  be  carried  to  you 
through  the  pages  of  this  maga- 


zine. There  will  be  a  division  for 
each  auxiliary  organization  which 
will  contain  instructions  and  helps 
for  those  who  preside  and  work  in 
the  various  auxilaries  of  the 
mission. 

We  invite  suggestions  for  im- 
provement and  additional  changes. 
We  invite  your  contributions  in 
the  form  of  news  items,  articles, 
pictures,  etc.  This  is  another  mis- 
sion wide  co-operative  and  we 
need  your  help. 

We  are  grateful  for  our  C.S.M. 
reporters.  They,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Branch  Presidencies, 
have  done  a  wonderful  work.  We 
think  there  isn't  a  more  important 
position  in  the  mission  than  our 
C.S.M.  reporters. 

We  have  been   grateful  for  the 

work  of  Elder  Thomas  Asplund 
whose  sincere  interest  in  the 
advancement  of  the  C.S.M.  has 
been  responsible  for  many  im- 
provements. His  return  home  has 
necessitated  a  change  in  our 
associate  editor.  It  is  with 
pleasure  that  we  announce  the 
appointment  of  Sister  Kriste 
Miller  to  this  position.  Sister 
Miller  comes  to  us  with  a  back- 
ground of  experience  and  is  well 
■qualified  to  assume  the  duties  de- 
volving upon  her. 

A  final  word  to  District  and 
Branch       Presidencies.        As      an 

official  organ  of  the  mission  it  be- 
comes important  that  all  branch 
officers  as  well  as  members  have 
access  to  the  C.S.M.  We  need  your 
support  in  this  as  well  as  all  other 
projects  pertaining  to  the  growth 
and  progress  of  the  mission. 


6 


CUMORAHS  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER  February.  1958. 


"I  believe  that  prayer  is  the 
greatest  force  in  the  world  today 
and  that  praying  ministers  of 
state  contribute  to  the  best  in- 
fluence in  their  countries." 

These  were  words  spoked  by 
Baron  Frary  von  Blomberg,  a  re- 
cent visitor  to  Cape  Town  and 
speaker  at  a  "Cumorah"  Sunday 
evening  fireside. 

If  asked,  I  would  term  "the 
Baron"  as  he  is  called,  as  a 
"unique"  missionary.  I  use  the 
word  "unique"  because  he  does 
not  contact  people  as  the  mis- 
sionaries of  our  own  faith  but 
rather,  is  a  Christian  Diplomat, 
going  among  the  kings  and  queens, 
diplomats  and  governing  powers 
of  the  world.  His  work  is  two- 
fold. Not  only  does  he  take  the 
message  of  Christianity  to  these 
leading  individuals,  whom  he 
terms  as  "up-and-outers"  but  he 
acts  as  mediator  for  any  Christian 
denomination  in  the  world  and 
their  governments. 

Before  he  embarked  upon  this 
favoured  work,  he  was  well-known 
in  the  higher  society  circles 
throughout  the  world.  He  had  been 
adviser  to  world  governments  and 


Baron  Frary  von  Blomberg: 

A  CHRISTIAN 
DIPLOMAT 

By  KRISTE   MILLER 

became  internationally  known,  not 
only  to  the  "free  world"  but  in  the 
places  bounded  by  hate  and 
domination.  He  knew  the  plight 
of  these  men  with  whom  he 
worked  and  this,  among  other 
things,  gave  him  the  incentive  to 
take  upon  him  this  worthy  work. 

He  affiliates  himself  with  no 
particular  denomination.  He  said 
an  "iron  curtain"  of  prejudice,  in- 
tolerance and  animosity  is  found 
among  many  Christian  faiths.  He 
feels  that  the  word  "tolerance"  is 
used  far  too  much  among  the 
various  denominations.  We  are 
not  here  to  tolerate  each  other," 
he  stated,  "but  to  love  one 
another". 

He  makes  it  a  point  to  visit  mis- 
sion stations  throughout  the  world 
to  encourage  them  in  their  work 
and  to  ask  for  their  faith  and 
prayers  on  behalf  of  those  who  do 
not  have  the  privileges  that  we 
enjoy. 

He  tries  to  give  to  the  people 
a  wider  scope  of  understanding  of 
the  world  conditions.  He  pointed 
out  that  only  in  the  "free  world" 
do  you  find  empty  benches  in  the 
churches.  He  gave  personal  ex- 
periences with  communistic  forces 
and  urged  that  we  become  more 
aware  of  the  actual  dangers  of  it 
and  other  anti-religious  forces  in 
the  world  today. 

He  encourages  all  to  be  true 
Christians,  not  merely  a  profess- 
ing one.  Be  a  Christian  in 
thought,  word  and  deed,  to  put 
Christianity  into  action  and  to 
make  Christ's  love  operative. 

(Turn  to  page   27) 
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President  Fisher: 

Can  You  Tell 
Me  .... 


In  filling  out  a  family  group 
sheet  recently,  I  began  to  wonder 
if  I  should  include  with  my 
family  a  child  we  had  several 
years  ago  that  was  still-born.  These 
children  are.  not  recorded  by  the 
government  or  on  church  records 
but  should  they  be  kept  on  our 
personal  records  or  just  forgotten7 


I'd  like  to  refer  you  to  the  words 
of  Joseph  Fielding  Smith  and  also 
President  Brigham  Young.  Joseph 
Fielding  Smith  has  said:  "Still- 
born children  should  not  be  re- 
ported or  recorded  as  births  and 
deaths  on  the  records  of  the 
church  but  it  is  suggested  that 
parents  record  in  their  own  family 
records,  a  name  for  each  still-born 
child.  There  is  no  information 
given  by  revelation  in  regard  to 
the  status  of  still-born  children. 
However,  I  will  express  my  per- 
sonal opinion  that  we  should  have 
hope  that  these  little  ones  will  re- 
ceive a  resurrection  and  then  be- 
long to  us.  I  cannot  help  feeling 
that  this  will  be  the  case." 

On  the  same  subject  Brigham 
Young  has  proclaimed,  "The  time 
of  quickening  is  when  the  mother 
feels  the  life  of  her  unborn  infant.  • 
When  the  spirit  leaves  the  mortal 
body  they  are  lifeless  and  when 
the  mother  feels  life  come  into  her 
infant,  it  is  the  spirit  entering  into 
the  body  preparatory  to  the  mortal 
existence.  But  suppose  an  acci- 
dent occurs  and  the  spirit  has  to 
leave  this  body  prematurely,  what 
then?  All  that  physicians  say  is 
that  it  is  a  still  birth  and  that  is 
all  they  know  about  it,  but 
whether  the  spirit  remains  in  the 


body  a  minute,  an  hour  a  year,  or 
lives  there  until  the  body  has 
reached  a  ripe  old  age,  it  is  certain 
the  time  will  come  when  they  will 
be  separated,  and  the  body  will 
return  to  mother  earth,  there  to 
sleep  upon  that  mother's  bosom. 
That  is  all  there  is  about  death. 

On  another  occasion  President 
Young  taught  that  we  should  have 
hope  for  the  resurrection  of  still- 
born children.  He  said,  "They  are 
all  right  and  nothing  in  the  way 
of  sealings  or  ordinances  need  be 
done  for  them". 

From  the  above  information  we 
learn  that  still-born  children 
should  be  listed  on  the  family 
group  sheet.  They  should  also  be 
given  a  name  and  entered  as  fol- 
lows: we  will  say  the  name  of  the 
child  given  is  Mary  on  the  family 
group  sheet.  Write  .  .  .  "Stillborn 
Mary  Martin".     If  a  name  is  not 

(Turn  to  page  21) 
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Christ  Gave  the  Gospel  to  Adam 

(Excerpts  from  an  address  by  Elder  Bruce  B.  McConkie  of  the  First  Council 
of  the  Seventy,  presented  at  a  semi-annual  general  conference.) 

We  believe,  and  I  certify  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Firstborn  Spirit 
Child  of  Elohim  who  is  God,  our  Heavenly  Father.  We  believe  that  while 
he  lived  in  the  pre-existent  world,  by  virtue  of  His  superior  intelligence 
progression,  and  obedience,  He  attained  unto  the  station  of  God.  And 
He  then  became,  under  the  Father  the  Creator  of  this  world  and  all 
things  that  are  in  it,  also  the  Creator  of  worlds  without  number. 

We  believe  that  He  was  the  Jehovah  of  the  Old  Testament;  that  it 
was  though  Him  that  God  the  Father  dealt  with  all  the  ancient  prophets 
revealing  His  mind  and  His  will  and  the  plan  of  the  salvation  to  them. 

Christ  gave  the  Gospel  to  the  ancients  beginning  with  Adam  and 
going  on  down  dispensation  after  dispensation,  until  this  present  time 
And  everything  that  has  been  given  in  the  Gospel  and  everything  that 
has  been  in  any  way  connected  with  it  has  been  designed  for  the  express 
purpose  of  bearing  record  of  Christ  and  certifying  as  to  His  divine 
mission. 

From  Adam  to  Moses  and  from  Moses  to  Christ,  God's  prophets  and 
priests  offered  sacrifices.  Such  were  in  the  similitude  of  the  sacrifice  of 
the  Only  Begotten  of  the  Father  who  was  to  come.  When  Moses  lifted 
the  serpent  on  the  pole  in  ancient  Israel  and  told  the  Israelites  that 
those  who  would  look  would  live  when  they  were  bitten  by  poisonous 
serpents,  it  was  in  similitude  of  the  fact  that  the  Son  of  God  would  be 
lifted  up  on  the  cross  and  that  all  who  would  look  to  him  might  live 
eternally. 


DEPARTURES 

Friday  afternoon,  January  31,  1958,  amid  waving  arms  and  cascades 
of  brilliant  streamers,  the  "Europa,"  with  two  of  our  missionaries  on 
board,  nosed  its  way  out  of  the  docks  to  begin  its  long  journey  up  the 

63-St  CO£lSt. 

Elders  Charles  Thomas  Asplund  and  Irvin  Kimball  Burbank,  both 
from  Alberta's  foothill  city  of  Lethbridge,  stood  on  deck  with  mixed 
emotions,  looking  for  perhaps  the  last  time  at  **&>■  mountain  and  the 
beauties  of  the  home  they  have  known  for  the  past  two  years. 

4-u    IS?er  Dale  LeBaron-  also  from  Lethbridge,  Alberta,  Canada,  boarded 
tne  ship  at  Durban  swelling  our  loss  to  three  missionaries. 

Residents  of  Lethbridge  and  Southern  Alberta  will  hear  tales  of  this 
iair  land  for  many  months  to  come  and  members  of  the  church  here 
win  often  remember  the  achievements  of  these  fine  Elders. 
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EDWIN   DALE  LEBARON 

Laboured  in  East  London, 
Bulawayo,  Cape  Town  and  Dur- 
ban. He  held  the  position  of 
Mission  Secretary  and  completed 
his  mission  as  Supervising  Elder 
and  District  President  for  the 
Natal  District. 


IRVIN    KIMBALL    BURBANK 

Laboured  in  Cape  Town,  Bula- 
wayo, Port  Elizabeth  and  East 
Rand.  He  held  the  position  of 
Supervising  Elder  at  the  Port 
Elizabeth  district  and  completed 
his  mission  as  Supervising  Elder 
of  the  East  Rand. 


ELDER    CHARLES    THOMAS 
ASPLUND 

Laboured  in  Durban,  West 
Rand  and  Cape  Town.  He  held 
the  positions  of  Mission  Secre- 
tary, Associate  Editor  of  the 
Cumorah  Southern  Messenger 
and  Mission  Historian. 
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OUR  MISSIONARIES 


January  10,  1958 

Elders 

Jacob  Whitehead 
Carl  Pickles 
Clarence  Hunter 
Mark  Merrill 
Derril  Butler 
Norman  Law 

January  31,  1958 

Dale   Heyland 
Ray  Stevensen 
Rex  Anderson 
Sister  Joan  McArthur 


From: 

East  Rand 
Northern  Rhodesia 
West  Rand 
Natal 

West  Rand 
West  Rand 


Cape  Town 
Bloemfontein 
Welkom 
Cape  Town 


To: 

Northern  Rhodesia. 
East  Rand. 
Natal. 
West  Rand. 
Cape  Town. 
Cape  Town. 


West  Rand. 
Welkom. 
Bloemfontein. 
Bloemfontein. 


APPOINTMENTS  January  31st,  1958. 

Elder    Grant    Wood    from    Cardston,    Alberta,    Canada,    has    been 
appointed  Supervising  Elder  and  District  President  of  the  Natal  District. 

Elder  William  Bennett,  of  Spring,  Coullee,  Alberta,  Canada,  has  been 
appointed  Supervising  elder  of  the  East  Rand. 

Elder  Ray  Stevensen,  from  Raymond,  Alberta,  Canada. 


ARRIVALS 

We  welcome  another  South  African  missionary  into  the  field  swelling 
our  number  of  local  missionaries  to  six.  Sister  Renee  Hubert  was  set 
apart  by  President  Glen  G.  Fisher,  February  1,  1958.  She  has  been 
assigned  to  begin  her  mission  in  Bloemfontein  as  junior  companion  to 
Sister  Joan  McArthur. 


BARON  FRARY  VON  BLOMBERG 

We  felt  the  Baron's  message  was 
timely  in  as  much  as  we  know  that 
we  are  all  God's  children,  that  we 
are  all  brothers  and  sisters,  and 
we  should  extend  a  helping  hand. 
Not  to  merely  "tolerate"  our 
brother  but  truly  love  him. 

This  love  can  be  shown  by  we, 
as  Latter-day  Saints,  in  setting  an 
example,  by  living  what  we  know 
to  be  the  right  way  of  life.  If 
we  live  the  teachings  and  com- 
mandments given  us,  we  will  in- 
deed be  a  Christian  in  thought, 
word  and  deed. 


OBITUARY 

It  is  with  deep  sadness  we 
announce  the  death  of  Sister 
Edith  May  Dell,  beloved  wife 
of  Brother  Gordon  Ross  Dell 
and  mother  of  Anthony 
Graham  Dell  of  Ramah. 
Sister  Dell  passed  away  on 
January  14,  1958. 

She  will  always  be  remem- 
bered for  the  love  she  so  freely 
gave  to  all  she  met  and  for  the 
humble  testimony  she  bore. 


February,   1958.  CUMORAHS  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 
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THE  BAPTIST 


By  ELDER  C.  THOMAS  ASPLUND 


"The  voice  of  him  that  crieth 
in  the  wilderness.  Prepare  ye  the 
way  of  the  Lord,  make  straight  in 
the  desert  a  highway  for  our  God" 
(Isaiah  40-3) 

Some  seven  centuries  after 
Isaiah  had  written  this  dramatic 
prophecy,  a  preacher  arose  in 
Judea  who  excited  the  entire 
nation.  He  was  of  priestly  orgin, 
but  untrained  in  the  Hebrew 
schools  and  without  official  sanc- 
tion of  the  rabbis  or  chief  priests. 
He  scorned  the  city  and  the  syna- 
gogue, and  stayed,  rather  in  the 
wilderness,  "in  the  country  about 
Jordan,  preaching  the  baptism  of 
repentance  for  the  remission  of 
of  sins."  His  name  was  John,  son 
of  Zacharias.  But  because  of  his 
doctrine  he  became  known  in  all 
the  land  as  John  the  Baptist. 

He  claimed  to  be  sent  by  God 
with  a  message  for  the  Jewish 
people.  John  preached  with  such 
power  and  authority  that  the  peo- 
ple flocked  to  listen  to  his  message. 
"Then  went  out  to  him  Jerusalem, 
and  all  Judea,  and  all  the  region 
round  about  Jordan.  And  were 
baptized  of  him  in  Jordan,  con- 
fessing their  sins".  (Matthew  3:5-6) 

Neither  this  man,  nor  his  mes- 
sage, could  be  ignored.  Among  the 
multitudes  that  travelled  into  the 
lonely  places  to  hear  his  word  and 
be  baptized,  were  many  of  the 
Pharisees  and  Sadduccees.  In 
boldness  he  approached  them  with 
stinging  words  of  rebuke:  "O 
generation  of  vipers,  who  hath 
warned  you  to  flee  from  the  wrath 
to  come?  Bring  forth  therefore 
fruits  meet  for  repentance."  To 
their  self-righteous  boast  that  as 
Abraham's  sons  their  salvation  was 
assured  he  gave  stern  warning  that 
the  ax  was  waiting  to  cut  down 
each  tree  that  failed  tn  vield 
worthy  fruits. 


John  the  Baptist  presented  a 
striking  contrast  to  other  Jewish 
ministers  of  his  day.  He  was  a  great 
preacher,  a  priest  and  a  teacher 
of  fame.  Unlike  the  vain  and 
worldly  rabbis  of  the  time,  he 
scorned  robes  and  soft  clothing, 
and  dressed  as  the  men  of  the  de- 
sert, in  a  garment  of  camel's  hair 
with  a  leathern  girdle.  His  coarse 
attire  was  significant,  for  Elijah 
the  Tishbite,  fearless  prophet  of 
eld.  had  made  his  home  in  the 
desert  and  dressed  in  similar  man- 
ner. Rough  garments  had  come  to 
be  a  distinguishing  characteristic 
of  prophets. 

But  John  the  Baptist  also  con- 
trasted forcibly  with  other  contem- 
porary preachers  who  quite 
commonly  preached  in  the  desert 
plac°s  with  heated  fervour. 

They  preached  rebellion,  and 
freedom  for  Judea  from  the 
Roman  oppressor.  John  preached 
a  practical  religion.  He  didn't  rail 
against  the  tax  system,  but  warned 
the  publicans,  and  collectors  to  be 
honest  and  exact  only  what  was 
due  to  them.  He  didn't  attack  the 
military  system  and  its  strong  con- 
trol, but  warned  the  soldiers,  "Do 
violence  to  no  man,  neither  accuse 
any  falsely;  and  be  content  with 
your  wages."  John  also  demanded 
unselfish  charity —  "He  that  hath 
two  coats,  let  him  impart  to  him 
that  hath  none;  and  he  that  hath 
meat,  let  Irm  impart  to  him  that 
hath  none." 

And  so  the  Baptist  preached.  His 
stern  doctrine  and  firey  attitude 
touchpd  fhe  conscience  of  many  in 
the  nation.  Short  months  after  the 
beginning  of  his  ministry,  he  was 
a  nationally  known  personality, 
feared  bv  the  king,  respected  by 
the  Jewish  officials  and  loved  by 
many  disciples.  But  with  each  ser- 
mon,  and  each  baptism,  John  re- 
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affirmed  the  same  important  lesson. 
"I  indeed  baptize  you  with  water 
unto  repentance:  but  he  that 
cometh  after  me  is  mightier  than 
I,  whose  shoes  I  am  not  worthy  to 
bear:  he  shall  baptize  you  with  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  with  fire."  (Matt- 
hew 3:11) 

When  the  mightier  one  came, 
John  humbly  testified  of  him,  and 
watched  the  Chosen  One  grow  in 
influence.  John  continued  preach- 
ing, and  testifying.  Many  of  his 
disciples  turned  to  follow  the 
Saviour.  Finally  the  Baptist  was 
imprisoned  through  the  pride  of  a 
wicked  queen  and  then  killed  at 
her  whim. 

Johns  ministry  was  short  and 
hard,  but  of  such  extreme  impor- 
tance that  he  was  graced  with  the 
greatest  tribute  the  Saviour  ever 
paid  to  mortal  man. 

"Verily  I  say  unto  you.  Among 
them  that  are  born  of  women  there 
hath  not  risen  a  greater  than  John 
the  Baptist;  notwithstanding  he 
that  is  least  in  the  Kingdom  of 
heaven  is  greater  than  he".  (Matt- 
hew 11:11) 

i 


Joseph  Smith  in  his  writing,  has 
given  a  clear  and  definite  discrip- 
tion  of  the  position  of  John  the 
Baptist  and  the  significance  of  his 
mission. 

How  is  it  that  John  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  greatest 
prophets?  His  miracles  could  not 
have  constituted  his  greatness. 
He  was  entrusted  with  a  divine 
mission  of  preparing  the  way  be- 
fore the  face  of  the  Lord.  Whoever 
had  such  a  trust  committed  to  him 
before  or  since?     No  man. 


He  was  entrusted  with  the  im- 
portant mission  ,and  it  was  re- 
quired at  his  hands,  to  baptize  the 
Son  of  Man.  Whoever  had  the 
honour  of  doing  that?  Whoever 
had  so  great  a  privilege  and  glory? 
Whoever  led  the  Son  of  God  into 
the  waters  of  baptism,  and  had  the 
the  privilege  of  beholding  the 
Holy  Ghost  descend  in  the  form  of 
a  dove,  or  rather  in  the  sign  of  a 
dove,  in  witness  of  that  administra- 
tion? 

John,  at  that  time,  was  the  only 
legal  administrator  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Kingdom  there  was  then  on 
the  earth,  and  holding  the  keys  of 
power.  The  Jews  had  to  obey  his 
instructions  or  be  damned,  by  their 
own  law;  and  Christ  Himself  ful- 
filled all  righteousness  in  becoming 
obedient  to  the  law  which  he  had 
given  unto  Moses  on  the  Mount,. 
and  thereby  magnified  it  and  made 
it  honourable,  instead  of  destroy- 
ing it. 

The  son  of  Zacharias  wrested  the 
keys,  the  kingdom,  the  power,  and 
the  glory  from  the  Jews,  by  the 
holy  anointing  and  decree  of  hea- 
ven, and  these  three  reasons  con- 
stitute him  the  greatest  prophet 
born  of  a  woman. 

How  was  the  least  in  the  King- 
dom of  heaven  greater  than  he? 
In  reply  I  ask  ....  Whom  did 
Jesus  have  reference  to  as  being 
the  least?  Jesus  was  looked  upon 
as  having  the  least  claim  in  God's 
kingdom,  and  seemingly  was  least 
entitled  to  their  credulity  as  a  pro- 
phet; as  though  He  had  said — "He 
that  is  considered  the  least  among 
you  is  greater  than  John  .  .  .  that 
is  I  myself." 

The  scriptures  tell  us  that  John's 
mission  was  performed  with  "the 
spirit  and  power  of  Elias."  This 
spirit  moved  him  to  cry  repentance 
to  an  apostate  religion,  preparing 
anew  the  way  for  the  coming  of  the 
Saviour.  On  the  shoulders  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  rests  the  same 
responsibility,  and  in  their  hearts 
should  dwell  the  same  burning 
spirit  of  Elias.  How  great  will  be 
their  blessing  if  they  fulfil  their 
responsibility  with  the  same  zeal 
and  honesty  of  John  the  Baptist. 


February,  1958.  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 
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Where    There 
is  Vision 

By   PRESIDENT   GLEN   G.   FISHER 


V/f ANY  years  ago,  a  man  full  of  wisdom  proclaimed:  ''Where  there  is 
no  vision  the  people  perish."  (Proverbs  29:18) 

The  truth  of  this  statement  has  been  born  out  in  many  avenues  of 
life,  both  as  to  its  application  in  spiritual  matters  as  well  as  temporal. 
Perhaps  we  have  no  greater  evidence  of  the  positive  effects  of  vision 
and  foresight  than  in  a  great  co-operative  effort  established  in  the 
mission  some  years  ago  ...  I  have  reference  to  the  "Mission  Building 
Fund". 

Today  as  we  view  the  great  accomplishment  of  erecting  and  paying 
for  five  lovely  chapels  and  three  fine  recreation  halls  and  all  with  the 
exception  of  one,  within  the  short  period  of  five  years,  we  are  forced  to 
the  conclusion  that  surely  Solomon  must  have  been  thinking  of  leaders 
and  people  such  as  we  have  in  this  lovely  land,  when  he  uttered  those 
stirring  words. 

Without  a  Building  Fund,  without  co-operation,  without  faith  in  this 
man  with  vision,  this  could  and  perhaps  never  would  have  been 
accomplished. 

*  *  * 

IT  is  this  vision,  inspired  by  the  prophetic  words  of  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith,  wherein  he  made  clear,  "Our  first  duty  is  to  establish  the 
Kingdom  of  God  and  build  houses  unto  the  Lord",  that  has  given 
members  of  the  church  in  all  parts  of  the  world  a  great  desire  to  build; 
and  create;  and  establish;  and  thus  in  only  a  very  few  years,  compara- 
tively speaking,  an  obscure  church  with  six  to  nine  members  in  1830 
has  become  one  of  the  fastest  growing  organizations  in  the  wnrJd. 

Since  the  war  it  is  estimated  that  from  three  to  four  hundred  of 
these  church  edifices  have  been  under  construction  each  and  every 
year.  What  a  thrill  to  contemplate  the  recent  erection  of  temples  in 
both  America  and  in  foreign  lands. 

Quite  frequently  it  is  stated  by  our  friends  that  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  is  an  American  church.  In  making 
this  statement  they  imply  that  the  gospel  as  taught  by  the  Mormon 
people  is  not  universal.  It  had  its  origin  in  America  and  thus  it  can 
only  apply  to  the  people  of  that  land. 

This  of  course  is  entirely  wrong.  The  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  is. .for 
all  mankind.    The  Kingdom  of  God  is  the  world  and  not  America. 

*  *  * 

THERE  is  ample  evidence  from  both  ancient  and  modem  scripture 
that  the  Lord  expects  His  covenant  people  to  do  all  in  their  power 
to  build  up  and  establish  His  kingdom  in  the  country  where  they  live. 
Thus  we  have  the  counsel  in  this  land  to  build  and  expand,  erecting  so 
far  as  it  is  practical,  houses  of  worship. 

With  this  in  mind  we  could  well  ask  the  question  .  .  .  What  of  our 
future  so  far  as  our  mission  is  concerned?  We  have  seventeen  branches 
and  only  five  chapels.  De  we  have  the  faith  to  erect  an  additional 
twelve? 

We  must  face  this  fact  in  our  planning.  The  Mission  Building  Fund 
has  become  stagnant.  It  needs  new  life  and  vision.  If  we  are  to 
continue  building,  then  something  must  be  done  to  awaken  new 
incentive.  v 
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In  suggesting  a  new  plan  of  action,  I  would  remind  us  all  that 
fundamental  to  the  growth  and  progress  of  the  church,  has  been  co- 
operation. It  is  in  this  spirit,  and  with  great  hope  and  faith  in  you. 
our  fellow  members,  and  in  the  continued  spreading  of  the  gospel  in 
this  land,  that  we  present  a  few  changes  in  our  Building  Fund 
programme. 

A  NEW  NAME 
Let  us  first  give  our  project  a  new  name.     We  suggest:   South 
African  Mission  Co-operative  Building  Fund". 
THE  OBJECTIVE 
To  make  it  possible  for  every  branch  in  the  mission  to  have  a 
chapel   of  their  own  and  provide  means  for  expansion  of  present 
buildings. 

To  provide  members  and  friends  living  outside  of  organized 
branches  with  the  opportunity  to  make  a  contributon  to  this 
important  mission  co-operative. 

THE  PLAN 

A.  The  entire  scheme,  its  organization  and  functions  come  under  the 
direction  of  the  priesthood. 

B.  Responsibility  for  the  success  of  the  co-operative  rests  with  Mission. 
District  and  Branch  Presidencies. 

C.  Contribution  to  the  fund  will  be  divided  into  units  of  £1-0-0  (one 
pound)  each,  payable  monthly. 

D.  The  number  of  units  contributed  by  each  branch  will  be  determined 
by  the  Branch  Presidency  in  conjunction  with  district  and  mission 
authorities. 

E.  For  each  £1-0-0  unit  subscribed,  the  branch  will  receive  not  less  than 
£100-0-0  on  the  date  allocated  by  the  Mission  Presidency. 

eg.  If  a  branch  takes  fifteen  units,  then  on  the  allocated  date  it  will 
receive  not  less  than  *"  1.500,-0-0. 

F.  The  allocation  of  monies  from  the  fund  will  be  made  in  rotation  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Mission  Presidency,  but  no  branch  will  wait 
longer  than  eight  years  and  four  months.  Allocation  dates  will  be 
given  in  advance. 

G.  Every  branch  in  the  mission  will  receive  a  contribution  from  this 
fund  to  assist  in  a  building,  equipping  or  renovating  programme.  In 
no  case  will  it  be  less  than  the  amount  of  money  previously  con- 
tributed. 

H.  This  scheme  in  no  way  affects  existing  branch  building  funds,  and 
there  is  nothing  to  prevent  a  branch  from  adding  to  its  existing  funds 
if  it  so  desires. 

The  inspiration  behind  the  inauguration  of  this  plan  has  come  from 
our  Bloemfontein  Branch.  We  invite  further  suggestions  and  questions 
before  its  final  adoption. 

We  invite  our  friends  and  members  both  far  and  near,  in  this  land 
and  in  the  land  across  the  ocean,  to  join  us  in  building  "houses  unto  the 
Lord".  We  are  a  part  of  God's  great  earthly  kingdom  and  we  with 
the  church  are  destined  to  fill  every  corner  of  the  world.  The  blessing 
of  our  Prophet,  President  David  O.  McKay,  when  he  visited  this  land 
in  1953.  is  being  manifest  on  every  hand. 

If  we  are  to  receive  a  continuation  of  these  blessings  there  is  much 
to  be  done.  Perhaps  the  key  for  our  success  is  found  in  the  words  of 
the  Saviour  when  in  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane.  on  the  night  of  His 
betrayal,  He  prayed:  "Make  them  one  as  thou.  Father,  and  I  are  one". 

Unless  our  co-operative  venture  is  deep  rooted  in  the  spirit  and 
message  of  this  prayer  it  will  not  succeed.  Conversely,  if  there  is  love 
and  unity  in  our  hearts,  there  is  nothing  that  can  stop  our  progress. 

May  God  grant  this  wonderful  mission  the  growth  and  development 
it  so  richly  deserves  is  my  constant  hope  and  prayer. 
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ETERNAL  VALUES  MARE 
ONE  RICH 


By  HOLLY  W.  FISHER 


WISE  people,  whether  their 
income  is  relatively  large  or 
small,  learn  that  it  is  good  to  live 
economically  because  it  is  a  good 
way  of  life.  One  sure  way  to  make 
life  miserable  is  to  live  in  a  man- 
ner that  you  cannot  afford,  and 
if  there  is  any  one  thing  that  will 
bring  peace  and  contentment  into 
the  human  heart,  and  into  the 
family,  it  is  to  live  within  our 
means. 

Let  us  look  at  the  circumstances 
surrounding  the  life  of  the 
Saviour,  we  should  stress  them  as 
an  example  for  all  families.  From 
birth  until  death  his  circum- 
stances were  very  humble.  He 
could  have  been  born  in  a  castle, 
showered  with  fame  and  wealth, 
but  the  Lord  chose  modest  circum- 
stances in  which  to  rear  His  son. 
And  Luke  says:  "And  the  child 
grew,  waxed  strong  in  spirit,  filled 
with  wisdom,  and  the  grace  of 
God  was  upon  him."  All  during 
his  ministry  we  are  told  he 
travelled  without  purse  or  script. 
"Today,  too  many  families  stress 
physical  standards  of  living  above 
the  real  joy  of  living,  which 
comes  through  service,  humility, 
love,  sharing,  etc.  I  feel  this  is 
most  important." 


We  have  many  incidents  in  the 
Book  of  Mormon  where  the 
Nephite  people,  when  forced  to 
live  economically,  became  exceed- 
ingly humble  and  full  of  faith. 
Then,  because  of  their  faith  and 
humility  the  Lord  prospered  them. 
With  prosperity  came  ex- 
travagance, followed  by  a  loss 
of  faith  and  humility.  The  cycle 
repeats  itself  time  and  again.  We 
have  similar  conditions  among 
some  people  today,  even  though 
our  church  leaders  teach,  by 
example  and  by  word,  the  impor- 
tance of  living  economically  and 
within  our  meansv  and  remaining 
humble  and  faithful. 

I  am  sure  the  Lord  wants  His 
people  to  prosper  through  honest 
work  and  thrift,  and  to  enjoy  the 
fullness  of  the  earth.  But  of  all, 
he  expects — the  rich  and  the  poor 
alike  —  to  be  economical  and 
thrifty,  to  love  one  another  and 
be  humble  and  willing  to  share. 
"The  Widow's  Mite"  is  an  example 
of  how  the  Lord  blesses  the  poor- 
est of  us  who  share. 

I  would  like  to  ask  "What  are 
real  values?"  I  would  say  to 
teach  and  inspire  our  children, 
through  word  and  example:  Good 
work  habits  and  thrift;  Honest 
giving  a  day's  work  for  a  day's 
pay;  Love  for  one  another;  Ser- 
vice; Sharing  with  others; 
Humility,  faith,  and  many  others. 

It  is  eternal  values,  after  all, 
that  make  one  rich. 


Life  is  precious  only  as  it  is  spent 
in  service,  and  in  making  happier 
the  world  into  which  we  have  been 
born. 

— Annie   Besant. 
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A  HANDY  HINT 
FOR  THE  HOME 


AS  so  many  ladies  in  South  Africa  knit,  we  decided  to  present  this 
month,  a  lovely  idea  for  a  KNITTED  CHAIR  SEAT  COVER. 

It  is  made  with  scraps  of  yarn.  Each  section  can  be  any  length.  It 
is  made  by  knitting  a  strip  15  stitches  wide  and  six  yards  long.  It  is 
then  sewed  around  a  prepared  tube  of  discarded  nylon  hose,  then  coiled 
and  sewed  to  fit  the  bottom  of  the  chair.  One  sister  has  six  of  these, 
one  for  each  of  her  dining  room  chairs.  They  are  effective  and  service- 
able. Cost  varies,  according  to  the  amount  of  yarn  scraps  on  hand. 
Perhaps  you  could  purchase  your  yarn  on  sale. 

To  Prepare  Tube:  Discard  heavy  parts  of  hose;  sew  hose  together 
to  make  a  strip  as  long  as  your  knitted  piece.  Seven  strips  are  required. 
Twist  them  together  and  wrap  a  heavy  thread  around  the  tube  to  hold 
securely.     (It  requires  about  25  pairs  of  hose.) 


AT  this  time  of  the  year 
Primary  resumes  its  activi- 
ties once  more.  We  pray  that 
every  parent  will  feel  the  need  of 
Primary  as  an  aid  in  rearing  their 
children.  Children  as  well  as 
grown-ups  need  a  balanced  life. 
We  too  often  feed  them  physically 
and  starve  them  spiritually. 

The  courses  this  year  are  still 
improving  and  the  new  ideas  and 
activities  are  delightful  and  stimu- 
lating. They  teach  children  how 
to  participate  and  do  for  them- 
selves. They  teach  them  compas- 
sion and  the  blessing  of  sharing. 


The  mission  exemplifies  this  in 
their  "penny  birthday  fund"  for 
the  Children's  Hospital.  This  year 
they  are  adding  a  new  floor  in  the 
hospital  in  Salt  Lake  City  which 
will  require  more  funds  and  we 
are  most  grateful  to  the  primary 
leaders  in  the  South  African  Mis- 
sion as  their  penny  fund  this  year 
has  excelled  any  previous  year. 

When  a  child  has  the  privilege 
of  helping  another  who  is  ill,  it 
gives  him  a  joy  and  an  apprecia- 
tion for  his  own  health  and 
strength.  These  things  our 
children  need. 


February,   1958.  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 
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Your: 
Sunday  School 


By  ELDER  LARRY  E.   DAHL 

ARE  you  an  officer  in  the  Sun- 
day School?  Stop  for  just 
a  few  minutes  and  reflect  your 
memories  back  over  the  past  year. 
Were  your  meetings  conducted  as 
it  is  outlined  in  the  handbook  or 
did  you  slip  up  here  and  there? 
Do  you  have  a  handbook?  Do 
you  know  what  is  in  your  hand- 
book? 

Just  in  case  your  answer  to  the 
above  questions  is  No,  we  are  pre- 
senting here  the  outline  you  should 
be   following : 

Mins. 
Devotional  prelude   (before 

opening   time)    3-5 

Announcements  (if  any)  2 

Ooening  hymn  3 

Prayer  2 

Hymn  practice  10 

Two  and  one-half  minute 

talks   12 

Sacrament  service 12 

Hymn 

Prelude-Gem-Postlude 

Administration  to  Sacrament 
Separation  to  departments  ...        3 

Class  period  45 

Closing  exercises  8 

or    more 

Resembly 

Remarks    of   visiting    authorities 

Closing  hymn 

Benediction 

On  fast  an  testimony  Sunday 
where  testimony  meeting  imme- 
diately follows  the  Sunday  School 
service,  the  same  procedure  should 
be  carried  out  omitting  only  the 
Sacrament  hymn,  gem  and  the 
administration  of  the  Sacrament. 
We  might  place  emphasis  on  a 
comolete  closing  of  Sunday  School. 
In  some  cases  this  has  not  been 
done.  In  the  Sunday  School  hand- 
book we  read:  "Where  fast  meet- 
ing is  held  immediately  after 
Sunday  School  there  should,  in  all 
cases,    be   a   complete   and   formal 


closing  of  Sunday  School  and  also 
a  complete  and  formal  opening  of 
the  fast  meeting." 

Again  quoting  from  the  hand- 
book :  "The  prayer  meeting  should 
precede  every  Sunday  School  ses- 
sion, and  should  be  attended  by  all 
officers  and  teachers.  It  is  a  period 
of  spiritual  uplift  and  concerted 
supplication  for  divine  help."  We 
all  know  how  we  need  the  help  of 
our  Father  in  Heaven  in  teaching 
or  managing  things  of  the  gospel, 
therefore,  this  meeting  should  be 
regarded  as  a  part  of  our  work  in 
the  Sunday  School.  It  should  in- 
clude : 

Limited  instructions  and  an- 
nouncements by  the  superinten- 
dency. 

Recitation  of  the  sacrament 
gems  by  the  entire  group. 

Rendition  of  prayer,  thought  or 
impressive  reading  of  scripture, 
poetry,    or   other   literature. 

Prayer. 

-//- 


MIA 


By  SISTER  KRISTE  MILLER 

THE  words  of  the  Lord  to 
Ezekiel,  "Son  of  man.  I  have 
made  thee  a  watchman",  are  truly 
words  to  be  thought  upon  by  every 
M.I. A.  class  leader.  The  class 
leader  is  in  very  deed  a  leader  of 
the  youth.  The  seriousness  and 
sacredness  of  such  a  calling  is 
such  as  to  cause  the  sincere  man 
great  concern. 

We  would  encourage  the  reading 
of  Ezekiel  3:  17-21  by  every  class 
leader  in  the  Church.  A  key  to 
one  of  the  eternal  principles  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  there  set 
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forth  in  plainness  for  all  who  will 
read  it. 

We  cannot  escape  the  re- 
sponsibility accompanying  that 
degree  of  knowledge  of  the  truth 
which  each  of  us  has.  The  first 
section  of  the  Doctrine  and 
Covenants  indicates  that  the  voice 
of  warning  shall  be  unto  all 
people.  Those  of  you  who  are 
class  leaders  are  not  exempt  from 
the  warning  voice.  The  sixty- 
third  section  further  emphasizes 
that  this  is  a  day  of  warning,  and 
the  eighty-eighth  section  tells  us 
that  it  becometh  every  man  who 
has  been  been  warned  to  warn 
his  neighbour. 

A  class  leader  who  is  negligent 
in  offering  real  leadership  to  the 
young  people  with  whom  he  is  per- 
sonally responsible  will  find  the 
Lord  will  hold  him  accountable  in 
the  day  of  judgment.  Real  leader- 
ship consists  in  leading  the  young 


people  on  a  path  that  will  aid 
them  in  gaining  a  testimony  of  the 
truthfulness  of  the  Gospel.  The 
leader  must  have  a  testimony  of 
the  truth  before  he  can  lead  any- 
one else  to  that  same  testimony. 

Inasmuch  as  the  prophets  in  our 
time  have  seen  fit  to  organize 
auxilaries  and  to  maintain  them 
through  the  years,  the  officers  and 
teachers  in  these  auxilaries  are  in- 
deed watchmen  in  Israel  and 
leaders  of  Zion's  youth.  We  are 
thwarting  our  own  ambitions 
when  we  do  not  learn  the  re- 
quirement of  our  callings  and  then 
spend  all  our  energy  in  fullfilling 
the  will  of  the  Lord. 

*        *        * 

We  hope  that  all  those  of 
eligible  age  are  beginning  work  for 
their  awards.  Our  goal  for  1958  is 
to  make  the  South  African  M.I.A. 
the  most  outstanding  M.I.A. 
among  all  the  church  missions. 


GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY 


AS  mission  Genealogical  Super- 
visor I  make  a  direct  appeal 
to  the  Sunday  School  Superinten- 
dents to  organize  a  genealogical 
class  at  the  commencement  of 
your  new  year,  April  1958. 

The  Sunday  School  General 
Board  outline  allows  for  this  class 
where  members  have  completed 
the  full  course  of  classes  up  to  the 
Gospel  Doctrine  class. 

In  the  smaller  branches  this  is 
not  possible,  but  some  are  already 
holding  weekly  or  monthly  ge- 
nealogical instruction  classes  and 
using    the    manual    "Saviours    on 


By   EDITH  WIID 

Mount  Zion".  This  instruction 
course  is  most  helpful  and  will  en- 
courage members  to  do  their 
personal  research. 

We  have  a  wealth  of  information 
right  here  in  our  own  country  and 
especially  among  the  members  of 
our  own  families.  The  Afrikaans 
people  are  wonderful  record 
keepers  and  have  among  many 
sources  the  family  bible  or  gedenk 
boek  which  is  invaluable.  They 
are  very  proud  of  their  family  tree 
or  stamlys,  and  if  approached  in 
the  right  manner  and  spirit  will 
always  co-operate. 

The  Sunday  School  can  do  much 
towards  encouraging  the  members 
and  enrolling  inactive  members  in 
this  work.  It  is  also  suggested  that 
you  co-operate  with  your  branch 
and  district  genealogists  who  will 
be  able  to  assist  with  the  teacher 
problem.  Feel  free  to  write  the  for 
advice  at  any  time. 


February,  1958.  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


19 


"And  I  give  unto  you  a  command- 
ment that  you  shall  teach  one 
another  the  dictrine  of  the  king- 
dom. 

Teach  ye  diligently  and  my  grace 
shall  attend  you,  that  you  may  be 
instructed  more  perfectly  in 
theory,  in  principle,  in  doctrine,  in 
the  law  of  the  gospel,  in  all  things 
that  pertain  unto  the  kingdom  of 
God,  that  are  expedient  for  you  to 
understand."   (D.  &  C.  88:   77-78.) 


By  ELDER   KAY   SALMON 


¥01  SHALL  TEACH  01  MOTHER 


TO  instruct  others  more  per- 
fectly in  theory,  principle,  doc- 
trine and  the  law  of  the  gospel, 
we  must  first  know  and  under- 
stand the  teachings.  We  cannot 
be  saved  in  ignorance  —  nor  can 
those  with  whom  we  come  in  con- 
tact. Therefore,  we  must  learn 
and  instill  within  others  the  desire 
to  learn. 

In  this  great  missionary  system, 
time  has  been  provided  for  study 
....  how  do  we  use  this  time? 
Here  are  a  few  suggestions  that 
may  be  helpful. 

SCRIPTURE 

We  are  counselled  to  memorize 
one  scripture  a  day.  Some  find 
memorizing  difficult  and  to  them 
I  would  suggest  cultivation  of  a 
method  to  suit  their  particular 
need. 

(a)  Read  scripture  aloud  over 
and  over;  each  time  taking 
your  eyes  from  the  book  as 
much  as  possible. 

(b)  If  you  like  singing  ...  set 
the  scripture  to  a  tune  and 
sing  it. 


(c)  If  you  have  to,  write  it  out 
a  few  times  and  copy  it  the 
last  couple  of  times  without 
reading  it. 

(d)  Always  know  the  use  and 
the  meaning  of  each  scrip- 
ture you  learn. 

STANDARD  WORKS 

The  standard  work  are  our  main 
source  of  information.  It  is  not 
enough  just  to  read  through  them. 
As  you  read  each  chapter  of  the 
Bible  point  out  to  one  another  how 
you  would  explain  different  pas- 
sages, where  you  would  use  them 
and  to  what  lessons  they  apply. 
In  studying  the  new  testament  you 
will  find  it  beneficial  to  collaborate 
it  with  "Jesus  the  Christ".  It  will 
give  you  more  understanding  and 
enable  you  to  teach  and  answer 
questions  clearly. 

In  studying  the  Book  of  Mormon, 
a  Ricks  study  guide  would  be  most 
beneficial.  Read  four  to  six  chap- 
ters each  morning  and  answer  the 
chapters  in  your  guide.  It  is  a 
perfect  way  to  know  your  Book  of 
Mormon. 
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The  Doctrine  and  Covenant 
commentary  is  a  marvellous  com- 
panion when  you  study  the 
Doctrine  and  Covenant.  Another 
idea  might  be  to  make  a  list  of 
the  sections  giving  a  main  head- 
ing to  each.  (e.g.  Section  89 — Word 
of  Wisdom)  then  memorize  these. 

In   the   Pearl  of   Great  Price   I 

would  again  suggest  the  com- 
mentary. This  book  has  a  wealth 
of  technical  knowledge  so  study  it 
carefully. 

Along  with  the  standard  works, 
I  would  add  a  careful  study  of  "A 
Marvelous  Work  And  A  Wonder"; 
Articles  of  Faith;  and  Essentials 
in  Church  History. 

STUDY   CLASS 

Other  essentials  for  study  class 
are  to  give  lessons  to  each  other; 
Get  rid  of  habits;  repetition  of  un- 
necessary words  such  as  well  now, 
at  this  time,  here  upon  the  earth, 
etc.;  Memorize  names — give  each 
other  a  name  at  the  beginning  of 
study  class  and  see  if  you  can  re- 
member it.  Also  memorize  the 
Afrikaans  pronunciation  of  names; 
Read  an  article  from  one  of  the 
church  publications  and  tell  the 
story  back  in  your  own  words; 
Give  each  other  scriptures  to  ex- 
plain;   Memorize  the   sequence   of 


books  in  the  standard  works,  ten 
commandments,  articles  of  faith, 
line  of  authority,  first  apostles, 
present  leaders  of  the  church, 
prophets  of  the  restored  church, 
temples,  reformers  in  order, 
officers  of  the  priesthood  and 
priesthood  prayers. 

Discuss  difficult  or  ordinary 
questions  such  as  where  John  the 
Baptist  got  his  priesthood,  unfor- 
giveable  sin,  atonement,  polygamy 
and  where  is  heaven.  Know  short 
and  comprehensible  answers. 


get  into  a  rut.    Vary  your 
and  make  them   interest- 


Don',, 
studies 
ing. 

Do  something  different  on  Sun- 
day like  making  a  study  of  mis- 
sionary rules,  tracts  and  pamphlets 
or  etiquette. 

The  field  is  truly  vast  and  un- 
limited. Work  out  a  schedule  and 
get  the  most  out  of  the  time  you 
have. 

IDEALS 

Our  ideals  are  high  and  I  pray 
our  ambitions  in  life  may  be  just 
as  high.  Let  us  strive  to  meet  the 
qualifications  set  down  by  our 
Father  in  Heaven. 

I  pray  that  the  Lord's  choicest 
blessings  will  be  with  us  to  guide 
our  every  action  and  prompt  our 
every  word  and  may  we  be  diligent 
in  our  labours  to  serve  him  with  all 
our  might,  mind  and  strength. 


Can  You  Tell  Me 


(Continued  from  page  24) 


given  then  she  should  be  entered 
as  .  .  .  "Still-born  daughter  Mar- 
tin". If  the  sex  of  the  child  is  not 
known  then  they  are  entered  as 
.  .  .  "Still-born  child  Martin". 

When  family  group  sheets  are 
prepared  for  temple  ordinances 
then  under  the  heading  of:  Bap- 
tized and  Endowed,  write  .  .  . 
"still-born".  Under  the  heading 
of:  Sealed  to  Parents,  write  .  .  . 
"do  not  seal". 


I  trust  this  information  will  be 
of  benefit  to  you  as  you  prepare 
your  personal  and  genealogical 
records. 

Gospel  questions  often  go  un- 
answered. If  you  have  a  question  for 
which  you  cannot  find  a  suitable 
answer  and  you  feel  it  would  be  of 
interest  to  the  members  of  the  South 
African  Missioji,  we  ask  you  to  sub- 
mit it  to  this  office.  Write  out  the 
question  as  clearly  as  possible  and 
address  it  to  President  Glen  G.  Fisher. 
Presiednt  Fisher  will  try  to  answer 
you  monthly  in  this  column. 


February,  1958.  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 
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BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Meetings:      Red      Cross     Building. 

Alexander  Ave. 
Branch    President:     S.    J.    Spear; 

phone  6819. 
Branch  Reporter:    Sister  Anita   C. 
Milne. 

Visitors  are  aways  welcome  and 
it  was  good  to  see  the  Doller 
family  of  Kimberley  and  Brothers 
Mack  Park  and  Bernard  Milne  of 
Cape  Town.  We  thank  them  for 
their  talks  and  say  "come  again". 
This  invitation  is  also  sent  to  the 
weary  travellers  who  stopped  to 
say  hello  on  their  way  to  the 
M.I.A.  Convention. 

The  Christmas  party  was  a  huge 
success.  We  had  fun,  heaps  of 
food  to  eat  and  even  a  little  square 
dancing. 

The  recent  branch  conference 
proved  to  be  a  Spiritual  feast. 
President  and  Siste^  Fisher,  their 
son  Gary  and  the  Welkom  elders 
added  to  the  spirit  of  the  day. 

Sister  Mona  Spear  and  the  little 
Spears  are  on  holiday.  Wc  hope 
they  come  back  refreshed  and  full 
of  the  joys  of  living. 

We  extend  a  welcome  to  Brother 
and  Sister  Henry  J.  Van  Rooyen 
who  have  taken  up  residence  in 
Bloemfontein  after  having  spent 
the  last  few  years  in  Durban. 


EAST  LONDON   BRANCH 
Meetings:     S.O.E.    Hall,    Belgravia 

Crescent. 
Branch  President:   A.  J.  Corrigan; 

phone  81821. 
Branch  Reporter:   Rita  Corrigan. 
After  the   Christmas    and    New 
Year's    rush     and    festivities    the 
members     seem    to    have    settled 
down  once  more  to  a  quiet  life. 

Sunday,  January  5th,  a  very  in- 
teresting programme  was  pre- 
sented by  the  genealogy  commit- 
tee. We  hope  that  this  programme 


has  stimulated  interest  among  the 
members  in  going  forth  in  their 
genealogical  work. 

Early  Saturday  morning,  Janu- 
ary 4th,  Elizabeth  Herman  was 
baptized  by  her  father  in  the 
Nahoon  River.  The  missionaries 
and  a  group  of  members  witnessed 
the  baptism  and  afterwards 
attended  the  confirmation  at  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Corri- 
gan. We  are  happy  to  welcome 
this  sincere  and  ardent  little  mem- 
ber into  the  fold. 

We  are  indeed  happy  to  welcome 
Brother  Clem  Human  back  to  the 
East  London  Branch.  Pietermaritz- 
burg's  loss  is  our  gain. 

On  Friday  evening,  the  17th  of 
January,  the  priesthood  held  a 
"ticky"  evening  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Corrigan.  Un- 
fortunately a  thunderstorm  and 
heavy  rain  reduced  the  attendance 
but  never-the-less  it  was  a  success- 
ful evening  and  the  young  fry  en- 
joyed their  fishing. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  the 
operation  on  Sister  Corrigan's 
eyes  was  successful  and  she  is 
making  a  speedy  recovery. 

PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Meetings:      40      Prospect      Road, 

Walmer. 
Branch    President:    C    .R.    Doller; 

phone  7620. 
Branch  Reporter:  Madge  McHugh. 
The  Mutual  Improvement  Asso- 
ciation held  a    Gold    and    Green 
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Ball  during  the  month.  It  was 
well  attended  and  during  the  even- 
ing a  skit  was  produced  by  some 
of  the  members,  all  of  which  added 
to  make  it  a  memorable  evening. 
The  hall  was  decorated  in  the 
colours  of  green  and  gold  and  we 
extend  thanks  to  all  those  who 
helped  to  make  the  evening  a  suc- 
cess. 


SALISBURY    BRANCH 

Meetings:  Queen  Elizabeth  School, 
Music  Hall,  Moffat  Street. 

Branch  President:  Elder  Dan  L. 
Chipman. 

Branch  Reporter:  Peter  Houghton. 

Salisbury  Branch  welcomes 
Sister  Anastasia  Vandoros  from 
Johannesburg  and  Sister  Jean 
Schonnberg  and  her  boys  back 
from  their  holiday  at  Port 
Shepstone. 

An  entertainment  committee 
has  been  formed  and  in  December 
two  socials  were  organized  and  en- 
joyed by  all.  One  evening  was 
spent  at  the  home  of  Brother 
Hubert  Hodgkiss  playing  games 
with  the  prize  of  the  evening  going 
to  Elder  Barry  Pratt.  The  other 
social  was  in  the  form  of  a  branch 
picnic  on  New  Year's  day  and  it 
proved  to  be  an  enjoyable  and 
happy  outing  for  all  who  attended. 

Brother  Alfred  Frost  was  re- 
leased from  his  post  as  Sunday 
School  Superintendent  with  a 
well  earned  vote  of  thanks.  Brother 
Kenneth  Trotter  has  been  sus- 
tained in  his  place. 

A  genealogical  committee  has 
been  formed  in  the  branch  under 
the  direction  of  Brother  Fred 
Matthews.  This  is  our  first 
attempt  at  this  type  of  work  in 
our  branch  but  has  long  been 
needed. 


PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Sanlam  Building,  corner 
of  Andries  and  Pretorius  Sts. 
Branch  President:  Lionel  Bibb. 
Branch  Reporter:  Patricia  Harvey. 

The  Nicholas  van  Staden  and 
Lionel  Bibb  families  are  back  from 
their  holidays  bronzed  and  beam- 
ing. 


A  very  interesting  Sacrament 
Service  was  presented  by  the 
Genealogical  Society  on  the  5th 
of  January.  Short  talks  were 
given  by  a  representative  of  each 
auxiliary  showing  what  they  were 
doing  towards  genealogical  work. 

Brother  George  Bibb  has  left 
Pretoria  and  is  now  working  in 
Kariba,   Northern  Rhodesia. 

Mutual  held  a  Watermelon 
Feast  on  Saturday  18th.  There 
was  no  need  to  worry  about  sticky 
hands  and  faces  this  night  because 
we  ate  our  watermelon  in  a  pour- 
ing rain. 

Brother  Ronnie  Kunitz  from 
Durban  has  been  on  a  short  visit 
to  Pretoria. 


DURBAN  BRANCH 

Meetings:      144      Silverton      Road, 

Durban;  phone  49369. 
Branch    President;    J.   M.   Jakins; 

phone  81290. 
Branch  Reporter:  Joyce  Wahlburn. 

We  are  very  proud  of  the  fact 
that  53  members  from  our  branch 
attended  the  M.I.A.  Convention  in 
Johannesburg.  They  are  all  full 
of  praise  for  the  wonderful  ex- 
periences they  had  and  feel  richly 
rewarded  for  their  individual 
efforts. 

Our  branch  conference  was  held 
on  the  19th  January  and  some 
very  excellent  talks  were  given.  At 
this  time  our  branch  was  almost 
completely  re-organized.  Presi- 
dent Jakins  has  taken  up  the  reins 
of  the  branch  once  more  after  a 
brief  rest  due  to  illness  and  his 
counsellors  for  the  new  year  are 
Brothers  Ray  Gordon  Willson  and 
Walter  Erasmus. 

It  was  indeed  a  pleasure  to  have 
with  us  during  the  past  month: 
the  Boyd  MacFarlane  family  of 
Cape  Town,  the  Douglas  Hulbert 
Family  of  Springs,  Sister  Mavis 
Louw  of  Springs,  Brothers  Clive 
Muir  and  Richard  Nelson  of 
Johannesburg  and  the  Clyde 
Geldenhuys  family  of  Cape  Town. 
We  regret  that  the  visit  of  the 
Geldenhuys  family  could  not  have 
been  under  more  pleasant  circum- 
stances. They  had  the  misfor- 
tune    to     overturn     their    car    in 
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Zululand  and  Brothers  Percy 
Winstanley  and  R.  G.  Willson 
drove  up  and  brought  them  back 
to  the  home  of  President  and 
Sister  Jakins.  We  do  hope  that 
they  have  recovered  from  their 
unfortunate  experience. 

A  very  proud  mother.  Sister  Pat 
Roux,  brought  her  little  son  to  be 
blessed  on  the  5th  of  January. 

A  small  mural  depicting  the 
baptism  of  Joseph  Smith  by 
Oliver  Cowdrey  has  been  carried 
out  on  the  wall  of  our  baptismal 
font  by  Brother  Clifford  Shubach. 


SPRINGS  BRANCH 
Meetings:     23      Eleventh      Street, 

Springs. 
Branch   President:    H.  deC.  Hugo; 

phone   56-5098. 
Branch      Reporter:      N.     C.     van 

Niekerk. 

The  Genealogical  Society  took 
charge  of  evening  service  the  5th 
of  January  and  presented  a  well 
planned  programme  on  this  im- 
portant subject. 

We  have  so  enjoyed  the  asso- 
ciation of  Brother  Rayman 
Phillips  from  the  Free  State  who 
spent  his  annual  leave  at  Springs. 

Brother  and  Sister  Tony  Harris 
are  spending  their  annual  leave  at 
Margate  and  Sister  Mavis  Louw 
is  on  holiday  at  Durban. 

Elder  Irvin  Burbank  delivered 
his  farewell  address  here  on  the 
12th  of  January.  We  bid  the  good 
Elder  God  speed  on  his  return 
home. 

On  Thursday,  the  16th.  our 
M.I.A.  gathering  took  the  form  of 
a  games-social  evening.  All  the 
saints  in  attendance  had  a  most 
enjoyable  time. 

We  regret  to  report  that  "Pop" 
Futter.  though  not  confined  to 
bed,  is  seriously  incapacitated. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  back 
to  our  branch.  Brother  and  Sister 
Joe  Stemmet  who  have  been  trans- 
ferred back  to  Springs. 


MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Meetings:  "Cumorah",  Main  Road, 

Mowbray. 
Branch  President:    Alwin   Hubert; 

phone  45275. 
Branch      Reporter:      Beatrice      E. 

Smith. 
We  started  our  year  with  many 
of  our  members  away  attending 
the  convention  in  Johannesburg. 
We  missed  every  one  of  you,  but 
know  how  much  you  benefited  by 
the  wonderful  experiences  you  had 
during  this   memorable  event. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  year  we 
bade  good-bye  to  Brother  Herman 
Hubert  who  has  gone  to  the  Trans- 
vaal. We  trust  that  he  may  be 
healthy  and  happy  in  Johannes- 
burg. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  new 
year  we  enjoyed  wishing  Sister 
Agnes  Hubert  a  "happy  birthday". 
She  certainly  was  surprised  at  the 
sudden  invasion  of  her  home 
by  such  a  large  party  of  her 
friends.  May  the  year  continue  to 
bring  her  as  many  pleasant  sur- 
prises as  this  first  one. 

The  only  auxiliary  which  met 
during  the  month  is  the  M.I.A. 
Their  first  Tuesday  of  the  year 
was  spent  in  enjoying  a  water- 
melon picnic  at  Clifton.  A  large 
number  of  our  young  folk  gathered 
and  tucked  into  the  fruit  before 
engaging  in  the  usual  battle  of 
melon  skins. 

Three  of  our  families  have  been 
on  long  holidays  this  month 
Brother  Clyde  and  Sister  Nelly 
Geldenhuys  with  their  family  met 
with  a  motor  accident  but  they  are 
all  up  and  about  and  engaged  in 
their  church  work  with  as  much 
enthusiasm  as  ever.  We  thank 
our  Father  in  Heaven  that  they 
.were  spared  any  very  serious 
effects  from  this  mishap.  We  wel- 
comed Sister  Antoinette  Mac- 
Farlane  and  her  husband  and  Ian 
after  their  extended  trip  and  we 
are  pleased  to  report  that  they  are 
all  looking  extremely  fit.  We 
missed  the  Gordon  Terblanches 
from  our  meetings  while  they  were 
away  and  are  glad  to  have  them 
back  with  us. 
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We  offer  our  deepest  sympathy 
to  Sister  Daphne  Terblanch  whose 
father  died  recently  in  England. 
May  the  Lord  comfort  her  in  her 
sorrow. 

Welcome  to  Sister  Dorothy 
Hamilton  and  her  three  young 
sons  who  have  come  from  Johan- 
nesburg to  make  their  home  at 
Mowbray.  May  they  be  very  happy 
in  our  branch. 


BENONI  BRANCH 

Meetings:    Masonic   Hall,    Amp  hill 

Ave. 
Branch    President:     J.    H.    Aden- 

dorff;   phone  54-6277. 
Branch  Reporter:  Ann  Coetzee. 

Another  milestone  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Benoni  Branch  was 
passed  this  month.  On  the  12th 
of  January  a  new  branch  was 
brought  into  existence  by  the 
amalgamation  of  the  existing 
Benoni  and  Brakpan  branches.  The 
proposed  name  is  the  East  Rand 
Branch.  This  arrangement  will 
make  it  possible  for  the  members 
to  make  use  of  opportunities  that 
are  only  afforded  by  a  more  fully 
organized  branch.  We  are  all 
looking  forward  to  working 
together  to  make  the  new 
branch  a  success.  We  also  extend 
our  heartiest  congratulations  to 
Brother  Adendorff  on  his  appoint- 
ment as  Branch  President. 


Meetings:  Masonic  Hall,  Stateway. 
Branch    President:     Elder    K.    G. 

Wood. 
Branch       Reported:       Hugh       D. 
Campbell. 

It  was  a  great  shock  to  the 
Welkom  Branch  to  learn  that 
Sister  May  Dell  of  "Ramah"  had 
passed  away.  It  was  in  Welkom 
that  Brother  and  Sister  Dell  first 
accepted  the  gospel  and  we  all 
loved  her  very  dearly.  It  is  with 
sincerity  that  the  members  of 
Welkom  extend  their  sympathy  to 
Brother  Gordon  and  Anthony 
Dell. 

Our  prayers  are  for  Sister  Joyce 
Parkin  and  Sister  H.  Bother  who 
are  both  ill.  May  our  Father  bless 
them  and  strengthen  tJ&pm. 


BULAWAYO  BRANCH 

Meetings:       Boy       Scout       Head- 
quarters on  8th  Avenue  Ext.  off 
Lobangula    St. 
Branch    President;     Elder    C.     K. 

Lybbert;  phone  60376. 
Branch   Reporter:    Iris  Fourie. 

We  have  been  very  fortunate 
over  the  holidays  to  have  Brother 
and  Sister  Noel  Storey  and  daugh- 
ters from  Umtali  and  Sister  D.  G. 
Thwaits  and  family  from  the  Falls 
to  visit  us.  Their  testimonies  were 
greatly  enjoyed. 

Sister  Jean  Wood  and  Brother 
Peter  Gartside  reported  on  the 
M.I.A.  convention  at  a  recent  fire- 
side. Both  had  the  privilege  of 
going  to  Johannesburg  and  their 
report  on  the  events  there  were 
glowing. 


PIETERMARITZBURG    BRANCH 
Meetings:    Y.M.C.A.,    corner   Long- 
market  and  Buchanan  Streets. 
Branch     President:     R.     M.    Mor- 

rissey;  phone  29404. 
Branch  Reporter:  Joyce  Morrissey. 

The  past  month  has  been  full  of 
parties,  church  socials  and  fun. 
Then  to  add  a  beautiful  climax, 
many  of  our  members  had  the  op- 
portunity of  attending  the  M.I.A. 
Convention.  It  was  so  uplifting 
and  all  agree  that  they  were  well 
rewarded  for  their  travels.  We 
take  this  opportunity  of  congratu- 
lating and  thanking  those  who 
made  the  convention  a  possibility. 

Our  visitors  for  the  month  were 
Elders  Dale,  LeBaron,  Clarence 
Hunter,  Jesse  Gibb  and  Kenyon 
Blackmore  from  Durban.  We  en- 
joyed their  talks  and  the  good 
advice   contained   therein. 

The  Pietermaritzburg  Branch 
wish  all  the  saints  throughout 
South  Africa  the  best  wishes  pos- 
sible in  the  consumation  of  this 
new  year. 


RAMAH  BRANCH 

Meetings:   1,  Hunter   Street,  High- 
lands,  Johannesburg. 

Branch  President:    K.   B.   Chater; 
phone  45-5575. 

Branch  Reporter:   Sylvia  Milne. 
The    M.I.A.    convention    turned 

out  to  be  an  even  greater  success 

than  we  anticipated.    We  wish  to 


February,  1958.  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


25 


t>ay  tribute  to  all  the  fine  people 
who  worked  so  hard  to  make  it 
what  it  was.  We  shall  aways  re- 
member the  fun  and  laughter,  the 
friendship  and  unity  which  we 
had  the  privilege  of  sharing  with 
each  other.  The  highlight  of  the 
convention  was  the  youth  testi- 
mony meeting.  It  brought  tears 
to  our  eyes  and  joy  to  our  hearts 
for  the  privilege  of  hearing  some 
wonderful  talks  given  by  brothers 
and  sisters  from  all  over  South 
Africa,  of  listening  to  the  com- 
bined choir  singing  and  of  enjoy- 
ing the  concert  in  which  the 
various  branches  participated.  We 
will  always  treasure  the  memories 


of  this  event. 

Sister  Dorothy  Hamilton  has  left 
Ramah  to  settle  in  Cape  Town  and 
we  wish  her  everything  of  the  very 
best  for  her  future.  We  have  also 
lost  Sister  Aanastasia  Vandoros  to 
the  Rhodesia  branches.  We  are 
going  to  miss  them  very  much. 

The  branch  conference  held 
Sunday,  19th,  was  enjoyed  by  all 
who  ventured  out  into  the  wet 
weather  to  attend.  Local  branch 
officers  spoke  at  the  morning  ses- 
sion and  the  M.I.A.  took  over  the 
evening  session.  A  film  of  the  re- 
cent camping  trip  enjoyed  by  so 
many  at  Ramah  was  shown  at  a 
fireside  after  church. 


FROM  OUR  FILES 


BAPTISMS 

b.   Jacob  S.  Whitehead,  c. 

b   Jacob   S.    Whitehead,   c. 
b.   Carl  R.   Pickles,  c 


Irvin.  K. 
Irvin  K. 
William 


ALEXANDER,  Finlav    Charles    (Springsi 

Burbank,   December  22,  1957. 
ALEXANDER,    Daphne  Joyce    (Springs) 

Burbank,  December  22,  1957. 
CLIFFORD,    Petronella    Catluiena    (Brakpan) 

R.    Bennett,   January   28,   1958. 
OSMAN.  Ernest  Tom  (Mowbray),  b  Neville  Cramer,  c.  Keith  Hubert.  February 

2,  1958. 
CRAMER,  Aileen   (Mowbray),   b.  Neville  Cramer,  c.   Glen  G.   Fisher.  February 

2,  1958. 
LOUW,    Diana    Dorothea    (Krugersdorp),    b.    Theron   C.    Wright,    c.   Theron    C. 

Wright,  February   2,   1958. 
LOUW,    Christian   Hendrik    (Krugersdorp i.   b.   Sylvan   G.   D.   Butler,   c.   Sylvan 

G.   D.  Butler,   February  2.   1958. 
LOUW,    Edna    Suzanne    (Krugersdorp),    b.   Sylvan   G.   D.    Butler,   c.    Theron   C. 

Wright,   February  2,   1958. 
DAVEV,    Edgar    Gordon     (Krugersdorp),    b.    Theron     C.     Wright,     c.     Eylvan 

Butler,  February  2.  1958. 
SANDERS,    Hester   Gertruida      (Pretoria),     b.     R.     L.     Nelson,    c.     Johann     P. 

Brummer.  December  8.    1957.- 
SANDERS.  Aida  Cecilia   (Pretoria),  b.  Douglas  Hartley,  c.  Johann  P.  Brummer. 

December  8,  1957. 

BLESSINGS 

RANDALL,  Rolf  William,  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Walter  Powrie  Randall 
born  November  15,  1957.  blessed  December  8.  1957.  by  Walter  P.  Randall 

MCKNIGHT,  Alfred,  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Alfred  Arthur  McKnight 
January  5.  1958,  by  William  Hermanus  Brummer. 

\  AN  JAARSVELD,  I5ri;Mi  Michael,  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Barend  Johanres 

'i.i-iv.?n  Jaarsveld-  October  13,  1957.  by  Samuel  Rayner. 

I  ^  LER.  Mark  Royston.  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Lionel  Rovston  Tyler 
October  6.   1957,  by  Elder  Jack  Holt.  *  ' 
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PIT  IT  TO  TEST 


EDITORIAL 

IN  recent  years,  as  the  restored  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  has  spread 
across  the  globe,  and  overcome  in  many  instances,  the  ignorant 
superstitions  that  have  haunted  the  "Mormons"  for  so  long,  a  new 
attitude  has  been  formed  towards  the  Church. 

It  has  become  apparent  to  most  opponents  of  "Mormonism"  that 
the  "little  sect"  cannot  be  stopped  by  physical  persecution,  righteous 
indignation  or  scriptural  distortion,  so  a  new  line  of  attack  has  been 
formed.  This  attack  is  based  on  what  we  might  term  "intellectual 
snobbishness".  It  is  graphically  illustrated  in  a  parable  written  by 
Elder  Hugh  Nibley  in  his  book  "Lehi  in  the  Desert". 

"A  young  man  once  long  ago  claimed  he  had  found  a  large  diamond 
in  his  field  as  he  was  ploughing.  He  put  the  stone  on  display  to  the 
public  free  of  charge,  and  everyone  took  sides.  A  psychologist  showed, 
by  citing  some  famous  case  studies,  that  the  young  man  was  suffering 
from  a  well-known  form  of  delusion.  A  historian  showed  that  other 
men  have  also  claimed  to  have  found  diamonds  in  fields  and  been 
deceived.  A  geologist  proved  that  there  were  no  diamonds  in  the  area 
but  only  quartz:  The  young  man  had  been  fooled  by  a  quartz.  When 
asked  to  inspect  the  stone  itself,  the  geologist  declined  with  a  weary, 
tolerant  smile  and  a  kindly  shake  of  the  head.  An  English  professor 
showed  that  the  young  man  in  describing  the  stone  used  the  very  same 
language  that  others  had  used  in  describing  uncut  diamonds:  he  was- 
therefore,  simply  speaking  the  common  language  of  his  time.  A 
sociologist  showed  that  only  three  out  of  177  florists'  assistants  in  four 
major  cities  believed  the  stone  was  genuine.  A  clergyman  wrote  a  book 
to  show  that  it  was  not  the  young  man  but  someone  else  who  had  found 
the  stone. 

Finally  an  indigent  jeweler  name  Snite  pointed  out  that  since  the 
stone  was  still  available  for  examination  the  answer  to  the  question  of 
whether  it  was  a  diamond  or  not,  had  absolutely  nothing  to  do  with  who 
found  it,  or  whether  the  finder  was  honest  or  sane,  or  who  believed 
him,  or  whether  he  would  know  a  diamond  from  a  brick,  or  whether 
diamonds  had  ever  been  found  in  fields,  or  whether  people  had  ever  been 
fooled  by  quartz  or  glass,  but  was  to  be  answered  simply  and  solely  by 
putting  the  stone  to  certain  well-known  tests  for  diamonds.  Experts  on 
diamonds  were  called  in.  Some  of  them  declared  it  genuine.  The  others 
made  nervous  jokes  about  it  and  declared  that  they  could  not  very 
well  jeopardize  their  dignity  and  reputations  by  appearing  to  take  the 
thing  too  seriously.  To  hide  the  bad  impression  thus  made,  someone 
came  out  with  the  theory  that  the  stone  was  really  a  synthetic  diamond. 
very  skilfully  made,  but  a  fake  just  the  same.  The  objection  to  this  is 
that  the  production  of  a  good  synthetic  diamond  120  years  ago  would 
have  been  an  even  more  remarkable  feat  than  the  finding  of  a  real  one". 
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THE  TIME 

.  .  .  grows  short  —  but  not 
too  short  to  subscribe  to 
the  all  new  C.S.M.  It's  new 
from  cover  to  cover  and 
packed  full  of  views  and 
news  in  which  you  will  be  interested. 

Give  the  C.S  M.  as  a  gift  the 
next  time  you  are  invited  to  a 
birthday  party  or  anniversary.  It's 
a  gift  that  will  remind  them  of  you 
every  month  of  the  year. 
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